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SUB J : RUMORS OF NEW PAR PRESIDENT 

FOLL TEL SENT ACTION ISLAMABAD INFO KARACHI FROM LAHORE 
APR 12 REPEATED TO YOU: 

QUOTE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAHORE 0562 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PK 

SUBJECT: RUMORS OF NEW PAK PRESIDENT 

1. FOR THE PAST WEEK, LAHORE HAS BEEN BUZZING WITH 
RUMORS THAT PRESIDENT FAZAL ELAHI CHOUDHRY WILL SOON 
STEP DOWN, AND BE REPLACED BY ANOTHER PUNJABI. MANY 
LAHORE OBSERVERS DISMISS RUMORS AS "GRIST FOR THE 
IDLE PRESS," OR A PECULIAR MANIFESTATION OF GUJRAT 
POLITICS. HOWEVER, WE ARE PASSING ALONG WHAT WE HAVE 
HEARD, IN CASE THERE IS FIRE UNDER ALL THE SMOKE WE 
HAVE BEEN SEEING. 

2. ALL PAPERS APRIL 12 CARRIED APP/PPI STORY DATE- 
LINED RAWALPNDI LABELING AS "MISCHIEVOUS" SPECULATIVE 
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EDITION OF PAKISTAN TIMES ALSO SAW FIT TO PRINT STATE- 
MENT FROM PUNJAB GOVERNOR NAWAB SADIQ HUSSAIN QURESHI 
SAYING "HE HAD NO INFORMATION" THAT HE MIGHT BE NAMED 
PRESIDENT. HOWEVER, LAHORE COCKTAIL CIRCUIT HAS FOR PAST 
TWO WEEKS PASSED ALONG STORY THAT GOVERNOR PLAYED SIG- 
NIFICANT ROLE IN DISMISSAL OF PUNJAB CHIEF MINISTER KHAR, 

AND, DURING PAST WEEK, HAS BEEN CONDUIT OF SPECULATION 
THAT RESULT MIGHT BE PRESIDENCY FOR QURESHI. 

3. ARRIVAL OF PAK AMBASSADOR TO UK MUMTAZ DAULTANA LAST 

WEEK IMMEDIATELY DREDGED UP STANDARD RUMOR WE HEAR ALMOST EVERY 
TIME HE RETURNS: THAT HE WAS BEING OFFERED PRESIDENCY. 

LOCAL DAILY JAMHOOR FUELED THIS STORY APRIL 12 WITH STORY 
THAT DAULTANA HAD "SPECIAL MEETING" WITH EX-CHIEF MINISTER 
KHAR EARLIER THIS WEEK, CLOSELY FOLLOWED BY MEETING WITH 
PRIME MINISTER BHUTTO. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, JAMHOOR CON- 
TINUED, SOMEWHAT BREATHLESS, SIND CHIEF MINISTER JATOI 
SUDDENLY CAME TO TOWN AND CONFERRED WITH BOTH KHAR AND 
CHIEF MINISTER RAMAY. (WE ARE SENDING MECON ON JATOI 
VISIT IN NEXT CLASSIFIED POUCH.) 

4. POLITICS IN PUNJAB ARE CURRENTLY IN FLUID STATE, AND 
RUMORS HERE MAY MERELY REFLECT UNSETTLED STATE OF 
AFFAIRS, RATHER THAN ANY DEFNITE INFORMATION. PRIME 
MINISTER IS DUE TO VISIT LAHORE NEXT WEEK, AND IS EX- 
PECTED TO PUT IMPRIMATUR ON ADDITIONAL PUNJAB CABINET 
MINISTERS. WHILE SOME OBSERVERS HERE THINK THAT MAY 
CLEAR DECKS FOR RESHUFFLES IN ISLAMABAD, NO ONE IS WILLING 
TO LAY BETS ON WHAT WILL HAPPEN, WHICH USUALLY MEANS THAT 
BHUTTO HAS NOT YET MADE HIS INTENTIONS KNOWN TO PARTY 
INTIMATES. 

5. THOSE IN LAHORE WHO PREDICT NON-EVENT POINT TO FACT 
THAT NO ONE IN LAHORE KNOWS OF ANY REASON THAT BHUTTO 
MIGHT BE READY TO BUMP CHOUDHRY; NOR HAS ANYONE HEARD THAT 

HE HAS SERIOUS HEALTH PROBLEM, ALTHOUGH MANY OF HIS ACQUAINTANCES 
CONTINUE TO COMMENT THAT HE IS OLD AND SOMEWHAT FEEBLE AND 
PROBABLY PERFORMS HIS CEREMONIAL FUNCTIONS WITH DIFFICULTY. 

GRIFFIN 
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